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Abstract

Sanskrit literature is a timeless mirror of human society, capturing joys, sorrows, and
values across ages. It links deeply with social life, promoting character building, resilience, and
welfare. This paper explores key social values like harmony, duty, ecological awareness,
affection for nature, qualities of great persons, ethics, philanthropy, education, water
conservation, and pilgrimage. Drawing from texts such as Hitopadesa, Raghuvamsa,
Kumarasambhava, Abhijianasakuntalam, Bhagavadgita, Nitisataka, Uttararamacarita,
Ramayana, Vedas, and Upanisads, it presents simple examples with original $lokas and
translations. These values teach universal well-being, responsibility, environmental care, moral
growth, and cultural unity. Sanskrit literature guides modern society toward a balanced, ethical
life, inspiring renewal of ancient wisdom for today's challenges.
Keywords: Sanskrit Literature, Social Values, Harmony, Duty, Ecology, Ethics, Philanthropy,

Education, Water Conservation, Pilgrimage

Introduction
Sanskrit literature occupies a unique place in the history of world literature. Like no other
literature, it continues to present to the court of the world, like a flowing river, a picture of the

joys and sorrows of society in keeping with the pace of time.
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Literature has an inextricable link with human social life. Indeed, a good literature
provides a useful theory of overall human development, character building and social values.
Therefore, the civilization and culture of a state without literature is lifeless.

Literature has an immense contribution to the development of human civilization. New
ways of thinking of people give rise to new literature, and that literature teaches new values to
the society.

Social value is the daily practical object of human life, which refers to the sense of
welfare of human society, the violation of which means the condemnation and humiliation of
society, and it continues to flow continuously from generation to generation.

From social values we learn resilience, motivation, courage, confidence etc. Literature
has an inextricable connection with the Jewish society, therefore, they are found in literature and
become the path of the individual's life.

What is life, what is the goal of life, good, bad, etc., the answers to various questions
about the way to walk in daily life are extended to the society from the achievements of Sages,
Munis, Poets, Writers, etc.

Social values in Sanskrit literature are truth, non-violence, kindness, benevolence,
knowledge, austerity, action, virtue, sacrifice, mercy, happiness, sorrow etc.

In the prepared essay some examples of social values mentioned in Sanskrit literature
are shown below.

1. Harmony and Global Unity.

Peace is a part of life, which we all want. All of us work all day and at the end of the
day we seek a little peace in our huts. This peace is possible only when we can control all our
senses. And | wish not only my own happiness, but everyone's happiness, everyone's healing. We
should not hurt anyone. May all live happily, etc. It has taught us the various literatures of
Sanskrit literature that shaped the culture of India.

“Sarve bhavantu sukhinah sarve santu niramayah,

Sarve bhadrani pasyantu ma kascit duhkhabhdagbhavet”.

The people of the world are your own, in this world of diversity, only this Sanskrit
literature of Indian culture taught us to wish everyone well. The idea that some are big and some

are small is not right, or no one can live well, no one can improve in this idea. So, if everyone



has to walk the path together, then one should become a Vrat for the happiness and well-being of
everyone in the world.

2. Sense of duty.

What should be done, what should not be done, when the knowledge of what should and
should not be done in people is what we call duty, that is improvement is the only saint. Brings
out the humanity of life and helps you become a real person. In the country, in the family, in
which the people of the society fulfill more duties, that country is stronger, stronger and better.
Examples of sense of duty stories, shlokas and suktas are found everywhere in Sanskrit literature.

“ahara nidra bhaya maithunarica samanyametat pasubhirnaranam,

dharmo hi tesamadhiko viseso, dharmena hinah pasubhih samanah .

(Hitopadesah, slokah.-23.).

Eating, sleeping, fearing, reproductive functions are observed in humans and animals in
a small way, apart from theology which is observed in humans. If it were not in man, man would
become like animal, that is, there would be no difference between man and animal.

Also,

The sense of duty is the thing that protects the family, country, society, culture from
decay, teaches us to live anew. Starting from mother and father, son-daughter, teacher-student,
official-employee, businessman, farmer, laborer, if no one fulfils his duty, then it is impossible to
think where the level of chaos would have reached. Therefore, if someone does not fulfil his
duty, if he gives knowledge to others, then —

“paropadese pandityam sarvesam sukuram nrpam,

dharme sviyamanusthanam kasyacittu mahatmanah”.

That is, it seems very easy for everyone to give advice to others. He who fulfils his duty
is the greatest and best person.

Also,

“Prathame narjita vidya dvitiye narjitam dhanam,

trtiye narjitam punyam caturthe kim karisyati”.

(Hitopadesah).

That is, without acquiring knowledge in the first state of life, without acquiring wealth
in the second state, without acquiring virtue in the third state, where will happiness come from in

the fourth state, that is, what will you do then, there will be no way to do anything.



So, in life, whatever needs to be done, everything must be done, otherwise there will be
no way to do anything later.

3. Ecological Consciousness.

“Sekante munikanyabhistataksanojjhitavrksakam,

visvasaya vihanganamalavalambupdyinam”.

(Raghuvamsam, Sarga-1, slokah.- 51.).

In other words, the monks were abandoning the tree immediately after watering it, in
order to make the birds drinking from the ‘alaval’ water.

We see this in the first chapter of ‘Raghuvansham’ epic written by Mahakavi Kalidasa.
We saw the nuns of the sage's ashram irrigating the trees of the ashram and quickly moving away
after watering so that the birds could feed without fear. In other words, trees should be kept alive
and nature's wild animals should be cared for and given a chance to survive, Sanskrit literature
has been teaching us since the era of the epic poet Mahakavi Kalidasa, which is what | am
standing and thinking in today's age, plant trees, save lives, save green, save nature. wildlife
conservation etc.

Also,

The great poet Kalidasa has again shown the love for trees, the compassion of
preserving and nurturing trees through Parvati's affection to teach about environmental
protection.

For example,

In the epic ‘Kumarasambhavam’ we see —

“Amum purah pasyasi devadaru putrikrta asau vrsabhadhvajena,

yo hemakumbhastananiksrtanam skandasya matuh payasam rasajfiah”.

(Kumarasambhavam, 2.36).

That is, the maddened elephant came and scratched the cedar tree, so the bark of the
cedar tree came off, just like how son Kartika was attacked by demons and demons. So, Mother
Parvati watered the tree with a golden pitcher. Here Vatsalya has depicted the son of the tree in a
similar way to the love of the tree.



4.  Affection for the Natural.

The sincere relationship between nature and man blossoms in the writings of Mahakavi
Kalidas. Planting, irrigating and growing trees in filial love to awaken social consciousness
towards nature is no less a part of filial piety, he has shown.

For example —

“Atandrita sa svayameva VrKsakanaghatastana-prasravarpairvyavardhayat,

guha api yesam prathamaptajanmanam

na putravatsalyamapakarisyati”. (Kumarasambhavam, 5.14).

Also, in the drama “Abhijnanashakuntalam” we see the close relationship of human
mind with nature and it touches our heart through the words of Kanvamuni.

For example —

“Patum na prathamam vyavasyati jalam yusmasvapitesu ya

nadatte privamandanapi bhavatam snehena ya pallavam,

adye vah kusumaprasutisamaye yasya bhavatyutsavah

seyam yati Sakuntald patigrham sarveranujiiagyatam”.

(Abhijiianasakuntalam, Anka.4, slokah.9.).

That is, the one who did not drink water until you were irrigated, who did not tear your
leaves out of affection even though she loved to be dressed, who considered your first flowering
as a festival - that Shakuntala is going to the funeral home today. All of you give him leave. This
is the relationship and love of people with nature that we should observe to live healthy in
society even today.

5. Attributes of a great person

In the fickle heart of man, it is difficult to know when love is born of pity, and when
gratitude is born of revenge. And sometimes the generous nature of people makes people sit in
the seat of God. By seeing which the society learns, is enriched and widens the way for the next
generation to achieve their goals.

Similarly, it is said here about the qualities of some great people —

“Vipadi dhairyamathabhyudaye ksama sadasi vakpatutd yudhi vikramah.
Yasasi cabhirativyasanam sruto prakrtisiddhimidam hi mahatmanam”. (nitisatakam,

Slokah-63)



That is, endurance in danger, indolence in wealth, eloquence in meeting, bravery in
struggle, greed for fame and attachment to Vedas, these are the natural qualities of a great man.

Also,

“Sam gacchadhvam sam vadadhvam sam vo manamsi janatam”.

(rgvades-10.191.2)

That is, we will walk together, speak together, judge together.

“Kurvanneveha karmani jijivisecchatam samah ”.
(Yadurveda/- 42.2)

In other words, this is how a real man feels the value of living a hundred years through
action.

“Sulabha ramyate loke, durlabham hi gunarjanam”.

(Kiratarjuniyam. 11.11)

That is, beauty is very easily available, merit is rare.

6. Ethics values.

Moral value is a sincere quality and spiritual force of a person. Morality drives the
individual towards social growth and development. The social moral virtues are — equality,
justice, individuality, mercy, kindness, friendship, which Sanskrit literature has been teaching us
since ancient times.

For example — Kindness.

“Sneham dayam ca saukhyam yadi va janakimapi.

aradhandya lokasya muficato nasti me vyatha”.

(Uttararamacaritam — 1.12)

“Uttararamacaritam” Here Sri Ramachandra acknowledges kindness as the best of
human virtues. People do not feel sorry to sacrifice all the happiness of life for service or
worship.

Compassion — this is also a moral value of man, which melts the heart into the heart of
others, it does not need caste, religion, wealth. At the beginning of the “Ramayana” we see
Mabharishi Valmiki’s heart-rending speech of the ‘Krauncha’ couple on seeing the dead

‘Krauncha’ birds is an example of compassion —
“Ma nisada pratistham tvamagamah sasvatih samah.

yat kauricamithunadekavamavadhih kamamohitam ™.



(Balmikiramayanam - 1.2.15)
Examples of equality are —
“Sukhe duhkhe same krtva labhalabhau jayajayau.
tato yuddhaya yujyasva naiva papamavapsyasi’’.
(Srimadbhagavatgita — 2.38)
Here is the advice to do one's own work keeping equality in happiness and sadness,
profit and loss and victory and defeat.
“Cakrara panktiriva gacchati bhagyaparnktih”.
(Svapnavasavadattam — 1.4)
The cycles of fortune keep changing like the wheels or rows. If there is sorrow, then
happiness will come, if there is sorrow, then there will be sorrow.
7. Social values
Selfishness is the poison of society. People's sense of social values takes the society

from darkness to the world of light. So, philanthropy, good manners and integrity help improve
society all over the world.

Some examples are —

Philanthropy —

“Ayam nija paroveti ganana tu laghu cetasam

Udaracaritanam tu vasudhaiva kufumvakam”.

(Hitopadesah — 1.69)

In other words, this kind of thinking happens to people with little intelligence. Everyone
in the world belongs to people with a generous character. They benefit everyone.

Polite behavior -

“Matyvat paradaresu para dravyesu losthavat

atmavat sarvabhiitesu yah pasyati sa panditah”.

(Hitopadesah, Mitralabhah. — 14)

Honesty —

Honest association also promotes the development of human qualities and the
improvement of society.

For example —

“Jadyam dhiyo harati sificati vaci satyam



manonnatim disati papamapakaroti

cetah prasadayati diksu tanoti kirti

sat samgatik kathaya kim na karoti pumsam ”.

(Nitisatakam — 23)

8. Education values

Our basic needs are food, clothing, shelter. The second need is medical care and
education. The importance of this education has been mentioned in our cultural literature since
ancient times.

Especially Sanskrit literature or Upanishad lore shows us the way to liberation.

Examples are —

“Sa vidya ya vimuktaye”.

“Vidyaya amrtamasnute”.

“Kim Kim na sadhayati kalpalateva vidya”.

“Jiianena vina moksam na praptaye”’.

And we find mention of that which does not adorn our lives in any way except
knowledge —

“Rupayovanasampannd visalakulasambhavah

Vidyahina na sobhante nirgandhd iva kimsukah”.

(Hitopadesah.)

9. Water conservation awareness

The origin, significance, and diverse qualities of water have been extensively detailed
since ancient Vedic times. Water holds the fourth position in the order of creation. In the earliest
stages of the universe, only deep water existed, serving as the foundation for all life. The Vedic
texts elaborate on the unique properties of water, its medicinal applications, and its use alongside
gems. From the outset of creation, water was the primary element upon which all living beings
relied.

“Kimasit gahanam gabhiram...”

Water is the essence of life, its purity is crucial for the survival of all living beings.
Therefore, the Sage Mata of the Atharvaveda offers prayers for the earth to yield pure water.

“suddha na apastamve ksarantuyonah sedurapriye,

tasm ni dadhama pavitrepa prthvimot punami.”



(Atharvaveda/ - 12.01.30)
The Atharva Veda highlights the necessity of pure water for sustaining life and explains
how both the sun and electricity play roles in purifying it.
“Hiranyavarnah sucayah pavakayasu jatah savitda yasvagnih,
va agnim garbhadadhire suvarnasta na apah syona bhavantu.”
The term “medicine” is also used for purified water, highlighting its critical role in
disease prevention. In the Rigveda, sages offered sacrifices to acquire pure and holy water.
“yva apo divya utavasuvanti ravanitraga utavayah svenjah,
samudrarya ya sucamah pavakasta apo deviriha mamavantu.”
(Rgvedar - 7.49.1)
Consequently, Sanskrit literature has enlightened the community on the essential nature
of water, motivating them to actively engage in its preservation.
10. Pilgrimage
In Indian tradition, Char Dham Yatra is viewed as highly auspicious by our forebears.
As one journeys from their birthplace to other regions, they observe and evaluate the local
culture, religion, economic status, and social structures, aiming to incorporate beneficial
elements back into their own community. Sanskrit texts also highlight several tirthas, or sacred
locations, renowned for their mind-cleansing properties.
Ayodhya
“Kosalo nama muditah sphito janapado mahan,
niviszah sarayiitive prabhiita dhanadhanyavan.”
(Valmikiramayanam - 1.5.5.)
Prayag
“Yatra bhagirathim gangam yamundabhi pravartate,
jagmustam desa muddisya vigahya samuhat vanam.”
(Valmikiramayanam - 2.54.2.)
Chitracut
“Golangilanucarito vanarararksa nisevitah,
citrakita iti khyato gandhamadanasamnibhah.”
(Valmikiramayanam - 2.54.29.)



Sri-Lanka

“Kailasa Sikharakare citrakutasikhare sthitam,

’

lamkamiksasva vaidehi nirmitam visvakarmana.’

(Valmikiramayanam - 6.123.)

I hope that the enduring social values found in Sanskrit literature and included in my

writings will once again energize our current social life.
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